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- FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 
a ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 


LECTURE Il. GENERAL REMARKS. THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT. 


To the useful exercise of catechising, a minister may usefully append 
discourses to vindicate, explain, unfold, and enforce that catechism. 
“The duties enjoined in it (says Mrs. More) are intended for men and 
women to put in practice. It is the very grammar of Christianity, and of 
our Church, and they who understand every part of their catechism 
thoroughly, will not be ignorant of any thing which a plain Christian 
need to know.’ ‘‘ The people (says Calvin) being taught by a cate- 
chism, will be better prepared to profit by the ordinary preaching of the 
word, and also if any ene should introduce any new opinions, he may be 
detected by an immediate appeal to the rule of the catechism.’’ As the 
advantages of such expository discourses are great, and many, and we 
may add obvious, so the obligation of making them, in the manner each 
minister’s discretion may approve, is imperative, for the 2Sth canon en- 
joins on him to instruct not only in the catechism, but also by stated 
catechetical dectures. And the House of Bishops have made a solemn 
call on the attention of the clergy in relation to this canon.* They say 
they consider “diligence in catechetical instruction, and lectures, as 
among the most important duties of clergymen, and among the most 
effectual means of promoting religious knowledge and practical piety.” 
In the exposition of the catechism, I can of course do no more than to 
consider its prominent parts, for to be very particular would require vol- 
umes; and here occasion is taken to remark, that it is a distinguishing 
merit of this formulary, that it contains so much of holy scripture, word 
for word. The compilers of it seem to have made it a special object to 
communicate their lessons in language set forth by the Holy Spirit of 
God. The Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, several articles in 
the Creed, and expressions in various answers, render it emphatically a 
scripture catechism. I will only add, that it answers fully that most im- 
portant of questions: ‘*‘ What shall I do to be saved ?”’ 

In presenting the catechism, the church takes the opportunity to-sug- 
gest the obligation “to be confirmed,” for it is called an instruction to 
be learned before he be confirmed. Confirmation, called in the Bible 
the “ laying on of hands,” is, in christian education, the third step. The 
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first is baptism, whereby the infant is brought into a cowenant rela: 
with God—he was God’s child by creation, he is now his ehild 
tion. The second ste P is instruction in the catechism, whe reb 
taught the great principles of Christian truth and duty; and is pl 
so far as the understanding is concernedy for taking upon hims. 
ratifying his baptismal eng: ements in the sacred rite of contirmat; 
laying on of hands, which, as I have said, may be called the third 
step in his christian education. He is thereafter admitted to the | 
class in the school of Christ, and so entitled to all its privilege 
stant and devoted participation in the instruction, the prayers, 
holy communion of this school, is his duty and interest. Our catechisy, 
was intended for the baptized. The first question refers to baptism, a 
to the name then given. Abram and Sarah, in adult age, beear 
members of God’s church; Isaac, and John the Baptist, were made 
in infancy, and at thattime names were given them. It is probab|, 
the name Paul given to Saul of Tarsus, was given at his baptism. 
purpose obviously is to create an association in the mind betw 
name and the obligation, at the same time \aid upon the individu 
the privilege also, to which he was then raised, as brought into cove: 
relation with God. Let every one of us, every one that beareth ac 
tian name, practically remember his peculiar advantages, and 
pledged duties. 

In the office of baptism, the minister calls upon the sponsors to nam 
the child. By them (the catechism reminds us) the name was giv 
and of course adegree of authority must belong to them, at |i 
much as is necessary to the fulfilment of their office. The title spo 
that is, promiser, refers to their having made promises, and the of 
title (God-father or God-mother) to their relation resembling that of 
parent. ‘Their authority is derived from God’s church, their duties and 
uses are ofa Godly rature, and therefore they are called God parent 
Another title is ‘“surety,’’ which refers to their h: ving given a sort: 
security to the parents, the child, and the church. W hen they act fo 
grown person, they are called ‘‘ chosen witnesses,” that is, of his havin 
entered into covenant with Good, but they are never called sponsors 
fora grown person, because he promises for himself. T hey are called 
his God-father or God-mother, because it is their duty always to see, a 
becomes the parental relation, to the soul’s health and improvement 0! 
their ward, whether he or she be young or old. ‘The parent can be th 
sponsor, but as two are better than one, and as life is uncertain, the 
expediency of obtaming for one’s child the full number of sponsors, seem 
obvious—only let us be careful to choose such as will do what the ry Say 
and the “‘r ighte ‘ous,’’ of whom we are told, that ¢heir prayers avail much. 

Every soctety hes some form of initiation, the simplest and most 
usual, being that of signing the constitution. In God’s society or church, 
theré was at first a form of initiation, which in the time of Christ wa 
changed to that we now have, viz. Baptism: As no man could fas 
been : a member of the Church, in the days of the Patriarchs, or in —_ 
of Moses and the Prophets, without submitting to that divinely preseri! 
ed form of admission, ne ither can he be a member of the Church, in 
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these days of the christian dispensation, until he has passed through the 
form of ission now prescribed, which 1s | have said, is the Sacra- 
mentof Baptism. We find therefore, that b piism is called by St Paul, 
“the circumcision of Christ, made without hand#® The figure, 
whereby the society or body corporaie, 1 compared to the natural 
body is a very happy illustration of the gradations in rank; of the mu- 
tual affection and offices, and of the usefulness of the united counsels, 
affections and actions of the several members. The Church is called in 
the Bible, “one body in Christ.” Christ is the head. His disciples 
are the members. All members have ot tie same office. God hath 
set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers. The eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of thee ; 
nor in, the head to the feet, | have no need of you. Those members 
of the body which seem to be more feeble, are necessary. Whether 
one member suffer, all the members sufler with it, or one member be 
honored, all the members rejoice with it. The members should have 
the same care one for another. Irom the head (even Christ) the whole 
body fitly joined togetiiet and compacted, by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the eflectual working of every part, maketh 
increase of the body, unto the edilying of itselfin love. Think, christian, 
of the superiority, the supreme control, and the indispensible vital influ- 
ence of Christ, implied in calling him the Jlead of the members. Think 
of the affection your Lord entertains for you, waplied in his 
calling you a member, dear to him as the apple of his eye, or a right 
arm. Think of the care which he has, and ever will have for those 
whom he recognizes as members of his body, of lis flesh and of his 
bones. Will you not honor the lead and love him, and cast all your 
care upon him, who hath so loved and cared for you? Think also of 
the mutual affection and services of christians zmplied in the declaration: 
“We are members one of another: We are all ene in Christ Jesus,” 
Thou arta member of Christ; a icllow member. The fact involves 
all the duties to God, to men, to thyself, and all the advantages present 
and eternal of the gospel. The expression, member of Christ, goes 
fully to the sense of a state of acceptance with God. This is baptismal 
justification, taught in 1 Cor. xii. 13. “As the body is one and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body, so also is Christ. IT’or by one spirit are we all baptized into 
one body.” As the Church is compared io a socicly, having its officers 
and its members, their relative duties, and common advantages; so it is 
also to a family—of which God is the father, and men became by adop- 
tion, children, at the time of thei baptism. The Hebrews, and the 
proselytes to the Hebrew religion, are called the children of God. (Deut. 
xiv, 1.) not in the general sense in which all (rod’s intelligent creatures 
may be so called, butin a sense peculiar to certain selected or elected indi- 
viduals. When did they become entitled to that appellation’ At and after 
their circumcision. Now St. Paul says to the christiaus at Ephesus, “ Ye 
are no more strangers and foreiguers but of the household of God,” and 
St. Peter to christians in gencral, “ Ye in time past were not a people, 


but are now the people of God.” When did they attain to that high 
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honor and advantage? The natural reply seems to be, at the time of 
their christian circumcision, their baptism.- Some persons,would apply 
the name, child of God, exclusively to'a holy person. But the scrip. 
tures, both, ufder the Old and New dispensation, apply it to al! rt}, 
members of the Church. Thereyare worthy and unworthy members. 
faithful and unfaithful subjects,-good and bad children, and God y 
deal with them, here and hereafter, according to their character. [}y; 
let us not object to scriptural language. Let us be careful to preven, 
its being misunderstood. Let us not cloud it, and render it ambiguoy 
by using it, in a sense of ourown. “ Ye are all the children of God. 
says St. Paul, by faith in Christ Jesus,” and lest we might suppose a 
mere inward faith is sufficient, he goes on to say, ** For as many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” The baptized 
then have “ put on Christ,” and they who have so put on Christ, are 
called by the Apostle as they are by our Catechism, “ children of God,” 
How could God more impressively teach christians an elevated se; 
respect, asupreme love for him ; who hath so loved them. ‘Behold what 
manner of love the father hath bestowed upon us that we should lx 
called the sons of God,” and a devoted love for each other, than by 
announcing that they are his adopted, that like as a father he loveth 
them, and that they are in one household, brethren, and therefore he says, 
“love as brethren,” Thou art, O christian, a child of God, of the family 
of heaven: God hath adopted thee and thy fellow disciples have the 
same adoption. Shall not the recollection elevate thy affections and 
pursuits—quicken thy piety, and make thee love, peculiarly the br- 
therhood, and especially do them good: “ Let us,” says St. Paul, “ do 
good unto all men, but especially unto them who are of the household 
of God.” 

Again. The Church is compared to a kingdom, under a divine king, 
of which men became subjects, at their baptism. It is an everlasting 
kingdom, and its faithful subjects will have not only its present, 
but its future, superior and constantly increasing advantages. The 
present privileges of this kingdom, are eclipsed by the brighter light of 
its future glories, and therefore not possession, but inheritance, that is 
something future, is above named. ‘The Church is called in the Bible, 
“The kingdom of heaven.” The Catechism uses scriptural! language. 
At baptism, you became a subject of this kingdom. A glorious rever- 
sion is before you, even “ the inheritance of the saints in heaven.” Ar 
thou a faithful child of God, this inheritance will assuredly be yours. 
The scriptures teach this explicitly, saying, “ If a son, then an heir ol 
God through Christ.” “ If children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ.” There is a manifest distinction between an inher! 
tor in possession, and an inheritor in revision. The not adverting 
to this distinction, has caused this part of the catechism to be misunder- 
stood. It cannot, and it does not mean, that every baptized person, 
whether he leads the rest of his life according to this beginning or not, 
is certain of the “eternal inheritance.’ It means nothing more than at 
baptism, he became’the presumptive heir—who will have the inher 
tance if he dies in a state of acceptance with God, but whose right w"' 
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be defeated, if it appears at the judgment, that he had “mates from 
the faith, the repentance, and the holiness of the gospel. Precious, O 
christian, is the inheritance offered thee. Adore the goodness, which 
without any the least merit, yea with much demerit @m thy part, has 
made such provision for thee and thy friends. Beware lest thou lose it, 
and instead of it, have for thy portidn, the inheritance of Satan and his 
hell. Strive and pray, without ceasing, and with all thy heart, that thou 
and they may attain to glory, honor and immortality. With each of 
these three privileges of the baptized, viz: membership with Christ ; 
filiation with God; and heirship in heaven, are connected the three 
great blessings, viz: forgiveness, grace, and glory, which our Lord 
Jesus Christ by his merits has purchased for his people—that is to say, if 
-ou are a faithful member of Chirist’s Church, or which is the same thing, 
a faithful child of God, or a faithful subject of the kingdom, you will 
assuredly have these unspeakable blessings, the forgiveness of all your 
sins, the grace of the Holy Spirit, and the glorious inheritance above. 
But in each of the terms, there is a more particular allusion to one of 
the named blessings, thus being called a ‘‘ member of Christ,” we are 
more particularly reminded of that comfortable declaratien: ‘In him, 
j. e. Christ, we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness 
of sins ;” being called a child of God, we are more particularly remind- 
ed that “if ye give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
our father in heaven give his holy spirit” to ma children; and being 
called an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, we are reminded of the 
third great blessing or divine promise of the covenant, viz: the heaven- 
ly glory. léhas been stated, that these blessings are of course condi- 
tional. And so we are taught, in the very next question, viz: ‘* What 
did your sponsors then, (at that time of baptism) for you ;” as if, you 
have heard the benefits of baptism, or the promises made by God to the 
baptized, what are the duties of the baptized—what is required on your 
part to secure those benefits ! The answer is to the effect :—My spon- 
sors entered into athree fold covenant in my behalf, presuming, rea- 
sonably presuming, that I would cheerfully comply with terms, (and in- 
deed be thankful to them for having contracted for me) on which are 
suspended such insetimable advantages. ‘The matter is very plain if it 
be duly reflected on. The earthly guardian makes contracts for the 
ward which bind his time and services, as in the case of apprenticeship, 
and his property, as in the case of asale ora purchase. In like manner, 
the spiritual guardian or sponsor, places his ward in the school of Christ, 
and contracts for him to be a faithful pupil. The apprentice and the 
baptized youth do wrong if they break the-stipulations of the contract, 
for their guardian had a clear right in reason, as immemorial usage testi- 
fies,toact for them. But the case of the covenant with God has a much 
higher sanction than that of common sense, even of his own ineffable 
wisdom. He directed, under each of his dispensations, the patriarchal, 
the mosaic, and the christian, that children in infancy, should be par- 
tiesto the covenant. The parents or the friends who bring forward the 
little ones, are merely their agents or representatives, acting for them 
in this great spiritual concern, as they do in their temporal concerns, 
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because they cannot as yet act for themselves. They have their dutio« 
relation to the child, set forth at the end of the office of baptism, by . 
the part of the office to which we are now referring, they a, 
agents or representatives. ‘They promise and vow nothing to r, 
their own conduct. They promise and vow for the child, “in my; 
as he is taughtto say. And so in the office the question is,  J)o<; +), 
in the name of this child,’’ whereas in the case of the grown person, s 
promises for himself, these words are omitted, and the question 
‘© Dost thou renounce, X&c.”’ ) 
In baptism, man enters into covenant with God, and whether + 
terms of the covenant or contract are expressed fu//y, as they are in ‘. 
baptismal services, or not, the very act of baptism implies the same ep. 
gagements, viz: to renounce sin, to believe from the heart in Chriy 
and to keep the commandments of God. And so the Hebrew by hi 
of initiation, made the same pledges, as St. Paul thus declares : “T tes; 
to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole Ja 
The obligation to obey God exists of course prior to, and indepen lent 
It is inseparable from the relation of ; 


of any vow to do so. 
But God has been pleased to require of mer 


creature to his creator. 


special acknowledgment of this their obligation, and to annex speci: 
advantages to such an acknowledgment, or vow of allegiance. Avy 
though the vow does not creade the obligation, it supplies an addition 


motive for obedience. Sin ina baptized person is not a mere act o! 
disobedience, but partakes of the nature of purjury. “ This is th 
thing which the Lord hath commanded. If a man vow a vow unto thi 
Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond: he shall not br 

his word. He shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.” 


QUESTIONS ON THE SECOND LECTURE. 


What did the Lecture say our Catechism has been called ? 

What does the 28th Canon of our Church require ? 

What did the House of Bishops say about lectures on the Catechism ? 
What parts of our Catechism are in the very words of Holy Scripture ? 
What must you know before you can be confirmed ? 

Who is to confirm ? 

What is the first, second, and third step in christian education ? 
When are you to take the Lord’s Supper ? 

When was your first name given you ? 

When was Abram’s name changed to Abraham ? 

When was John the Baptist’s name given to him? 

And when St. Paul's ? 

Whenever you hear your christian name, what ought you to remember ? 
What does sponsor mean ? 

W hat does the “‘ chosen witness’ witness ? 

What is he to do? 

What does the name “ surety” refer to? 

What does the names god-father and mother refer to ? 

What are they to do for you? 

How ought you to behave to them ? 

What is the Church called in the Bible? 

Who is the head ” 


Who are the members ? 
Whom ought you to honor, love and trust more than any one else ? 


How ought you to treat your fellow members of the Church ? 


ee 
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What is the Church compared to? 

When were you made a member of this society ? 
What are its officers named ? 

What are the rest of the society called ? 

When were you adopted into the family of Christ ? 
What is God called in this family ? 

What are the people called ? 

Are all the members of God’s society holy ? 
Are all his children holy ? 

How ought you to feel towards God ? 

Flow ought you to behave to your heavenly father ? 
Hlow ought you to feel to your brother christians 
And how treat them ? 

Who is the king of the Church ? 

And what are you? 

How should you behave to this king ? 

What is promised to the faithfulsubjects ! 

When will they have this inheritance ! 

What areithe three advantages of baptisua ! 

What is a condition ? 

Are these blessings on-conditions ? 

How many conditions are there ? 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
PINCKNEY LECTURE ON THE,GOODNESS OF GOD. 
(Continued from page 170.) 


Are any farther evidences needed to convince us, thatin the Creation 
of mind, God is seen to be eminently good? We think not; and shall 
therefore end here the first part of the theme proposed for considera- 
tion, and pass on to obviate the objections urged against the goodness of 
God on account of the evils which are supposed to exist in his Govern- 
ment of mind. These difficulties have been alledged against the ad- 
ministration of God, as it respects his government both of angels and 
ofmen. But as our knowledge of the fallen angels is not made clear 
by the Bible, and as our views in reference to them are not of so much 
practical importance, we shall confine our remarks to a vindication of 
the divime character, with regard to the existence and punishment of 
human guilt—For this is after all the chief subject of difficulty, and 
this it is which most immediately concerns each one of us. 

That moral evil really exists, and that “the whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness,”* is a lamentation which is as old as history.| Even those specu- 
lative infidels, who have in theory rejected the distinction between 
moral and immoral acts, when they come to speak of those by whom they 
are opposed, at once proclaim the corruption of their antagonists, and 
thus betray the empty falsehood of their own system.j The existence of 
moral evil being then conceded, to account for its origin has ever 
presented to the moral: philosopher a problem of difficult solution, 
Some, in order to solve the difficulty, have had recourse to the suppo- 

3 1 John, v. 19. | Kant, Religion innerh. bloss. Vernunft, 8. 4. 

+ It is interesting and also amusing to read the writings@f those who maintain that 


man cannot sin. When they speak of their opposers, they often bestow upon them 
every epithet which the vocabulary of abuse can furnish. ‘Thus proving that it is im- 
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sition that two great First Causes exist, the one the author of good, the 
other the author of evil.. But the very terms.here involve a contradic. 
tion. Either these two great causes must.have been co-eternal and co. 
equal, or else the one derived his @@istence from the other and is de. 
pendent upon him, It the latter we are no nearer a solution of ths 
difficulty than before; but if the former, greater difficulties stil! are 
presented to our notic@® Tor to have existed from all eternity, a neces. 
sary and uncreated being, implies also that such being is possessed 9; 
the attributes of omnipotence and omnipresence. But two such beings 
could never have existed in connexion. They would have been eterna| 
and almighty rivals of each other, andawhatever the one created. the 
other would have destroyed. And of consequence, if any thing had 
been created at all, it would either havé been at once destroyed by the 
opposing power, or else an @qual amount of evil would have been in- 
fused into it; and all its productiotiggwould have been of this monere! 
kind. But this is contradictory te facts. .A little reflection indeed, will 
make it plain to eyery one, that the very terms of the proposition des. 
troy the propositid@iitsels® Sa 

‘There must then have been onésupreme and almighty God, from whom 
every thing else in existence derivedits origin. But this Being could 
not have been directly the caysé of moral evil. For this would’ des- 
troyed the very conception of evil. Sin is .a transgression of 
the divine law. But God is the @uthor of this law; if, therefore, he 
were the author of sin alsoyhe would be at once the maker of the law, 
and at the same time the first to violate it. But such @ contradiction 
cannot be alledged against®an infinitely perfect being. Were he the 
author of all things, even of human acts, all things would flow in a 
peaceful concordance with his own holy law. But this would destroy the 
very existence of evil, the idea of which is, that it is an opposition to his 
law; therefore God cannot be the direct author of evil. In addition to 
the difficulty already alledged against this theory, it may be remarked, 
that it represents God as being at the same time God and not God ; that 
is, it represents him as infinite geodness, and yet the author of evil; 
which is a contradiction. Human sin must therefore have originated in 
the free acts of the human will.t 
possible for us to think of man, without involving in the thought, either the existence or 
the possibility of moral evil; and also that we cannot speak of man, without feeling, that 
with him guilt is either actualor potential. Indeed there is not a language on earth, 
in which an individual can converse consistently for ten sentences, without asserting OF 
implying the existence of moral evil. For if the language be all eulogy, the very fact 
that it is so is direct proof that the opposite was possible in that case, and actual in 
others ; and that praise is bestowed only because the evil course was not followed. See 
Cudworth, Intel. Syst. Uni. B. 1. c. 2. 17. » Fred. 11. Works. B. 8. 8S. 212, 237, 300. 
Shelley’s Queen Mab, 3, 4, and note 12. To attempt here to refute all the blasphe- 
mous objections which have been advanced, would be out of place. See also a striking 


passage in eye Dict. Hist. et Crit. Tom. iv. p. 92, 


* Boylean Lect. v. 3. pp. 309—12. 

t Such was the opinion of the whole body of the christian fathers, and the soundest 
divines who have since n. Neander, Kirchengesch, B. 3. 8. 1044. Bates’ Harm. 
Div. Attrib. c. 2.2. Diels Theology, 1. 452. Storr and Flatt, p. 352. Sherlock's 


Works, 4.46, 47. Coleridge, Aids to reflection, p. 158. Bockshammer on the Will, p. 
135. Tholuck, Lehre v. Siinde, 8. 14—25. Le peche suppose essentiellement, deux cho- 
ses ; la volonte de Dieu qui commande a l'homme, et la volonté de l"homme oppose @ 
ge tplonté de Dieu: une loi de la part de Dieu, et une désobéissance de la part de 
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But s been asked: Wf God be the author of human freedom, &nd 
yet bestowed upon man such a power with the certain knowledge that 
he would abuse it, must not he’ himself be regarded as in fact the author 
of evtl!* We answer: No! The €reation of a power good, and_the 
pervervsion of that power to evil, ate certainly this very a 
their, natures. Man, as formed by fis Maker, was enlightened in’his 
mind, was holy in his will. , And he had fall power to have rétained thesé 
gifts of God had he determined so to do. It is true, indeed, the possi- 
bilityt ofthis falling was ifwolved in the very nature of his being; but 
this was unavoidable from the cirgumstange of his being a free and 
linfited creature. None but He Who possesses infinite perfectiogs, could 
have ever been exempt, fron’ the possjbility of transgression. But it 
was the free act of man to realize that plsgibility by the unlawful exer- 
cise of hi power. : 

Was ft then godd.in God to create beings possessed of the power to 
make themselves mjserable? We must of coutse answer this question in 
the affirmatiye— Because freed@ is the necessary’ cogdition of spiritual 
existence. Were thee no freedgm, there tould nd finite mind. 


F Werewtheré no liberty, there could be neither thought, nor memeary, not 
: r 


, ‘They nor creative power, nor agLion, nor holiness, nor hope, nor 


heges would be allyexcluded 3, because they’ necessarily spring 
out of the freedom of the will as theig ground-work, It is true, indeed, 


© (6d mighg have created a’ world of Mstones and rivers aud mountains; 


- 


but.these things would have’ been unconscious of their own existence, 
nor would there have been eithefon eafth or in heaven, one spirit to“ad- 
mire his wanderful works, save the great Eternal himself. And then, 
whilst th@.apparent @vils of the present state of things had not been 
found ; he same imee those joys of spirit which have been set 

has evincive of the divine goodness, would have been excluded 


* »from thg universe. Because it*is impossible to concei¥@ of spiritual joy 


- 





without involving in that conception thejdea of a free*WAh> for the very 
supposition of self-approvaly or of obedience to the divine precepts, in-* 
volves the possibility of having acted otherwise. The same ® true of 
acts of b@@evolence, or of *he search after truth. Take away then, the 
abiligysto do wrong, and at the same time you destroy the susceptibility 
to feceive pleasure from doing right. No joys on earth, no raptures in 
heaveng could ever be knownj without bestowadpg this power upon the 

gated mind. For the heart could never be fitted with ecstagy in a 
career of knowledge or of virtue, did it feel that it Was propelled on- 

, 

"homme; un desir dans le coeur de Dieu, et un desir ¢ 
Dieu pagle done, et "homme se rend indocile a la ieu fait sen- 
' le poids et tout les droits de son autorit¢, etl’ homme's’éleve contre l'autorité de 
Die ies annonce ses ordres a |’homme par les lumiéres.dont il le remplit, et 


"ho me, + les | 
Neuville, Tom. i¥ 
a. _ concoit ¥ que le premier homme ait pu receyoir d'un bon principe la 
ulté We faire la mal. Cette faculté est un vice : tout ce qugpeut produire le mal est 
mauyaisypujsque le mial ne peut naitre que d'une cause vat Bayle. 
Boylean Lect. 3. 224. ) 
VOL. XV.—No. 7. 26 






s lec@ur del’ hom- 





feres qui l’éclairent, mecennoit les ordres de Dieu. Serm. de 
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werd in that coufse by the power of a changeless destiny.* “Why 4,,. 
not see, then, that to have created man destitite of freedom, would },., 
made him but a’senseless stock, or an irratiOnal brute; and that of ,. 
sequence, he would have been without dignity, or glory, or joy? \\ 
not perceivegithat thgivh evils are incident to this system, they 
surpassed by the good; and that it is on the whole the best whi, 
‘infinite wisdom coul ve devised ?+ For since the happiness of the jy. 
man Trace when viewed in the aggregate, will far exceed their mix: ry, 
conclude that He must have been good by whom this systemy of thi, 
was devised. And as we ‘ecw nothing of the influence which our mo;. 
evil may have upon other tribes of création, nor upon the saints in cay 
ing them to persevere forever, in théir allegiance to God, we shou) 
careful how we presume to @raign the plans and proceedings of | 
Almighty. ° 
This transgression of man, m@Peover, furnished’ an occasion {or , 
more wonderful display of the divine goodness thal was exhibited in the 
creation of mind with all its vast powers. For having brought such , 
being into @xis#@Mce, capable of the fullest happiness, and adapted ; 
shold communion*even with th® Supreme himself, when hé violated ti 
law of righteousness, God - not, as he might in justice have done, 
abandon him to his fate., nthe contrary, he devised towards tin 
purposes of mercy and of love—of mercy rich even beyond the goo: 
ness of God, and of love which p€asseth knowledge. He determined 
institute a system of meaps by which the fallen creature might be res- 
tored to the likeness of that divine ori@inal in which it was at first crea. 
ted. To this end he commissioned bis only and well-beloved Son, to a. 
sume our nature—to humble the Go thead to a réSemblance with man iy 
order that wre | might be elevated to awnion with the deity. And 
this purpose he a ually accomplished in sending the Logos to becom 
incarnate, to assume all the properties and frailties of human nature, ty 
endure all the:stflerings of human,guilt, even to go ddwn to the grave 
so that he might have for man‘a fellow-feeling and expiate hissin ; and 
by malging his abode with him, and sending his Spirit to sanctify is 
soul, evil might be expelled ond the divine image restored. And in th 
revelations of the Bible, in tic mission of Christ, in the establishmer 
of the Church, in the gift of the Holy Ghost, in those various ordinances 
sacraments and prov dgnces designed toattract man towards the Divine 
we see a fulfillment of those gracious purposes, and are constrainédt 
feel that they are so many proofs of the abounding goodness of (od 
towards us. These varied acts indeed, when properly considered, ar 
sufficient to oyefWhelm “us with so glorioug.an exhibition of the dune 
benevolence afid lovet For throfigh these institutions and acts,on ti 
part of God, every one of the human race is placed in @ situation om | 
he may avail himself of the atonement of Christ, thégraccs of the 5p" 
* Milton, Par. Lost, B. 3. v. 95—130. B. 5. v. 235—45. 
+ Leibnitz, Tentam. od. P. 11. Sec. 226, et passim. 
t Tillotson, Wo . p. 551 sq. 





| $38. | Péachney Lecture. 13 


and the oversagiing welfare of his soul.* And could we need 
anv t ore to con¥ifice us that he is supremely goa 
He who created man forthe highest enjoyment, aad with the noblest 

wers—when he*abused his gifts and violated his maker’g.command,, 
when thus ree vcomiomaiery by hisown willful and rebellidus act—He 
who did not leaye Mm t6 his fate nor blast him with his indignation, is 
not he good? And not only to continue him ing}@ing, bat for the great 
and mighty God to bend from his throne, to ad with those worms 
whom he, might easily crush beneath his power, is not that an evideri€e 
of condesc@hdimf goodness Which we cannot comprehend ? ad for 
thatsame Almighty’ Being, not only to plead with us, but even in the 
person of Christ.to lay aside the glories of his divinity, to be fashioned 
in ourtikeness for our salvation, was nofthat goodness beyond the limit 
ofhuman thought? Lor him to sojourn among those who wefe Ttebels 
against his rightfulesway, to be taunted, staned, scourged and crucified 
by those whom hé ®ame to redeem from the curse of eternal death, and 
yet only to beseech them with tears, not to reject the counsels of heaven 
against themselves, was not that a‘benevolence worthy the Son of the 
Blessed! And though the Divine Benefactor wag thus driven from 
among his own as an outcast, still. for him to @stablish@he ordinances of 
higreligion, to send his Holy Ghost to enlighten“and sanctify the faith- 
ful, to offer himself te dwell with them that he might be formed in them 
the hope of glany, is not tha®@goodness sufficient to win our highest love? 
Yes! these are evidences of divine benevolence which shall forever 
employ,the songs of the redeemed in \eaveng Liou art worthy to take 
the book and to open the seals theg@{* ‘cr thou wast slain and hast re- 
deem to God by. thy blood on: « Levery kindre’, and tongue, and" 
peop lation, and hast made us uni? our, God kings@nd priests, and 
we sha ign on earth !t | 

This ig. the aspect in which the Bibl@ represents the Divine laye as 
most strikingly mamifvsted. (tod go loved .the world that he gave his 
only begotten son, that whosoever beliéveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasging lite.t God commendeth his love towards us, m that 
while we wére” yét®siuners Christ@§died for us.|| The grace of 
God which beingeth salvation bath appeared unto all men, teaching 
us * * * * * to look¥for the glovious Appearance of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and, purify to himself a peculiar people 
z@alous of good works.§ This is the view in which the word of inspira- 
tion delights to exhibit the divine love. Here then we see manffest@d 
Most impressively thélgoodness of God, inghaving dgne every thing for 
our exaltation and happindBs, which it w ssible for infinite benevo- 
lence todo. He created dB at firs: with the loftiest powers; and having 
falléh though tr ‘ession from our high estate, he appointed asystem 

may all be restored to his likeness, his favor and 


re 
* It is coming every day more and more fo be «ino that the doctrines of 
h 


free agg and universal Atonement are those which are tin the Bible. 
- t Rev. ».9, 10. t John iii. 16. i Rom. v, &. 4 Tit. a. 11—T5. 
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But still it is objected that God cannot be ther cood, because 

the wicked are made to suffer here, and becausé eternal punishments arp 

devounced againet all who shall be finaly ng The premises 

prevadmit, but deny the cemclusion. It has beeg already. shown, thay 
“be 


mind cannot exist without freedom: and -this ng granted, we cap 
also show that the violation of this freedom gannot takeeplace without 
being followed by , oportionate punisment. Because connected 
with this liberty of will, there is found also a law, to whose precepts 
th will is commanded by reason to confogm all its acts, Byt wheneve, 
this command is violated, there arises in the min Sense of pain, 
a feeling of remorse as af punishment for the*disobedi@fice. This j. 
the necessary and unavoidable consequence of transgression ; remo: 
must spring up in the bosom wien the will does not act in conformity 
with ‘thedivine Jaw. Tor as we have already seen, that spiritual jo; 
could not exist without freedom, so also liberty of will isthe necessary 
condition of remorse; and cofiversely, whenever Reedom is properly 
or improperly used, pleasure or pain,must be the naturaf and unavoida- 
ble consequence.* No power could prevent these consequences as long 
as the nature of spit remains. With meverence be it spoken that the 
all-wise Creator'ef migd could not himself have made it otherwise. The 
question would then recur: was itegood to have created mind at all? 
This has been already answered in the affirpmativeyand the goodness of 
God poy vindicated by showing that the original Piowers of mind 
were such as to have enabled it to persevere in a course of virtue ; th 
all spiritual joy is dependent upon its existence—that theshapptness o' 
the aggregate surpasses the miseryS@that since the fall assystem of grace 
*has been established through which every sinner @ifay poee ered from 
his guilt, may be restored to the divine image and be made’ ppartaker 
of everlasting blessednesgs, God cannot therefore be regarded as the 
-authgr of sin; nor can his goodness be impeached because sim is pun- 
ished. Its punishment may be regarded as the inewatable result of its 
committal—as springing necessayjly out of those laws under which the 
spirit was made to exist. We are not, theref oliged to consider 
God aggthe being through whoi® immediate agtty the punishment of 
sin is inflicted. The authog of sin and its avenger dell within the 
breast of evergygwicked man. Herhimself co 

self inflicts the blow of merited vengeance. In speaking thus, however, 
we would not be understood to affirm that God has no agency whatever 
in the punishment of crime; oar only purpose is to prove that we are 
Mt obliged to regard Ged as the immediate agent firough whom guil's 
punished. And thus whiaeate vindicate : od@dness from the asper 
sions of the wicked, we s Ow at the g@me time, that the speculative 't 
fidel has nothing whereon to rest his hopes aside from the grace of 0 
in Christ, promised to every contrite and faithful pemigent. 9 | 
This view may at least be sufficient to show ‘u he divine go 
implicated in the commi§sion a ishment of huma: 
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m € found it od. And with this view accords also the experi- 
on an. How dreadful are sometimes the inward sullerings of 
those, who are iven up @course of crime! In some cases indeed, 
where the gear™has been seared, the suffering appears for the present 
to be np te ; but not unfrequentl yi is intense beyond the 

wer of utterance. 1e consciousness Of hating fréely sinned—sinned 
against, better kfowledgé, against warning miple and entreaty— 
sinned against the weproofs of conscience and the strivings of the ‘spigit 
of Goderthis it,ds which oftentimes harrows up the soul with unutefable 
agony, a0 catises it to quail beneath the terrors of the avenger within. 
Butyespecially when the wicked approach near to the gates of death, 
does this feelipg become intolerable. Then earthly objects lose mitch 
of their influence, and much of the false glare which they, are accustomed 
to throw over the:soul, disappears. »Then is it enabled to see more of 
the holiness of God as well as of its own defilements, and is constraimed 
to exclaim with afffeeling akin to that which agitated the Apostle when 
he cried out: the law is holy just and good; but | am carnal, sold un- 
der sin! O wretched man that I am, wno shall deliver me from the bo- 
dy of this death !—Behold yon, convict as he stands beside the fatal 
drop: though once reckless of grime and scornful of religion, his hand 
is now cold and clammy; through his heart there shoots a quiver of 


dread, his i en witha fearful glare of terror, and his»whole frame is 







agitated wiff.a eonvulsive throb, And although he summons up all his 
courage, yet the thought of dying unreformed, almost maddens him, and 
he shrinks.back from ityagehe would fom the jaws of hell. But why is he 
thus agenized) why is he convulged with torment ? He is not yet plunged 







in egions ofwoe, and, if thefe be penal fires hereafter, they are 
not led around him. Why then is he thus distressed! They are 
the scou of an avenging conscience which he is doomed to suffer! 


He knowingly violated the precepts ofmighteousness—*he abused the 
noblest gifts of God, and as a gonsequence, he thus writhes beneath 
the conscidusness of his awful guilt. 

But ifin this the wicked are punished on earth, without suppos- 
ing any direct antlcy on thespart @fGod, and wahout impeaching his 
goodness,* why may not the same hold true in a future state of being ? 
There*is nothing in réason to suggest a contrary conyiction. For if the 
soul has gone on a course of iniquity until’the momént of death with- 
out repentance, and without a renovation effected by the Holy Ghost, 
does not eyery principle of analogy and of common sense assure us, that 
the nde pifon of the soul from the body, will produce no ehange 
inthe former ? FOr'w hat is there inedeath itself, to effect a renewal of 
the heart? The simple passage of Phagiul from the body into eternity, 
never produce such a desirable renowationg) Is it, possible for the 
Udein that of tran§ition, to be at once transformed jnto hnmble 
rin % Willhewho goes out of this world with enmity in 
is brother, find hitfself immediately filled with frater- 
ilthe miser, who here clin is gold with the iron 
@Fesp of alf eager avarice, be changed by deaf into an angel of charity? 


a Barrow, Works, v. +7 pp. W2—117 
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Will the licentious and abandoned, who here delight in deedgealmos 
witliout a name, be immediately fitted by that clfange, to mingl@yyi:), 
the ransomed spirits who have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb? Can°we suppose that the warrior, whos, 
highest aspiration is for power and for fame, would if hurried from the 
battle-field into eternity, be at once inclined to “transfer the wreat); 
laurel from his own brog@to that of his Redeemer? Or would the mouth 
witich is here filled withBlasplhemous speeches and lewd songs, be im. 
mediately disposed by death to join the song of Moses and the Lam). 
and to ‘swell the lond anthem of praise unto God? The supposition | 
madness ; the hoje were yain. No! as the tree falleth so shall it lie ; he 
that is unjust, let him he unjust still; he that is filthy, let him be filthy 
still. 
In eternity, indeed, the state of the wicked will he infinitely worse than 
here, without the necessity’ of having recourse to difect punish- 
ment from God. Lere it is meliorated by various merciful provisions, 
The pursuits of business, the intercourse of society, the pleasures of 
study, and the other varied occupations of life, are all so many circum- 
stances tending to lessen the severity of their pain. ‘These occupations 
indeed, which unfit men so much for self-examimation, in connexion 
with the bodily pleasures derived from a gratification of the senses, 
frequently render them insensible of their impending doom. But aboy 
all, they are here favored with the gospel of salvation, an@ are permit- 
ted to hope for a happy eternity on the condition of purity and fait! 
But in the world to come all these things will be removed. No pros- 
pects of beauty will there stretch themselves out before the visions of the 
mind ; no joys of friendly converse will there be found, no’ ple S 0! 
study,no melody ofsong. But instead thereof,will be heard weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth—the tears of,umrepentant hearts, the 
gnashings of anguish, and the loud piercing wail of despair. [or hope 
will then have fled forever, and the voice of mercy inviting the sinne 
to faith in Jesus, willthen no more he heard. ‘There the wicked will no 
longer feel disposed*toféncourage each other in theiggcourses of iniquity 
nor to scoff at the threatened vengeance of heaven,” But all, suffering 
under the consciousngss of their respective misdeeds, will be borne down 
with a sense of their present woe, and with the prospect of an eternity 
of unintermittent torment. When disembodied too,@he soul will have 
more clear perceptions of its native powers, of its:relations and obliga: 
tions to God, as well as of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. “And above 
all, every thought of evil which it ever cherished, every tghallowed 
motive by which it was ever actuated on earth, wilbrise up to its remem- 
brance with aggravated power. Tis passions will be strengthened, its 
capacity for evil willtbe enlarged, and surrounded by the companionsel 
its guilt, each sfriv aggravate the sorrew-of the other and to sut- 
pass in blasphemy, if will dwell in everlasting agony ! : 
But even on the supposition that{God does not so far interfere in the 
punishment of the wi , as to gather them together into,one place of 
torment, no escape ca! | be found from the sufferings entailed upon 
guilt. Could the evil petson take the wings of theught, and fly beyond 
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the s of created being, where-the Almighty does not reign, he 
coll escape the punishment of crime. For evetithere he could not 
fly from self; and so long as the consciousncgs of evil and alienation are 
in the soul, there must be suffering and woes [orsin is not something 
adventitious, whieh can be put on and cast off at pleasure; it?s th®act 
ef an undying soul, and inweavegitself into the verytexture of the soul 
itself; and, until a new creation is effected byy the power of God, the 
consequences mo that guilt’must forever follow thée?offénder. So long 
then, a8 the sinner cannot,escape from himselfjehe @annot elude the 
punishment of sin} but must ever feel asthe arch-apostate is described 
by the poet: ° 4 


. . Horror and doubaipstrag. 
’ His troubled thoughts, apd from the bottom stir @ 


rhe hell within him; fo Within him hell» ~ 
‘ es* He brings, and round about hin, sorerom hel! 

One step no more tham from himself én fly 
¥ By dns of place: n@w ence wakes despair 

| Tha wre wakes the Bitter memory 
s Of what he was, what is, andwhat must be * 
In the soul of thegreprobate, memory will everSharrow up theme- 
* ance of past.¢rimes; thought, the’demon thought, fehtfal as 
he angel of deathy, will contifiually brood oveg its imaginingseto repre- 
t to ituits present and future woe. Anger will fireghe eye with a 
Aa : despair will dryup,thefountain of tears, or wring from 
athe heart nly tears of blood ; conscience with her avenging lance will 
always_pierce the souly whilst corrosive femorse and consuming lust 
the tWimfuries to Haunt and scourge the spirit as it rolls down 


° 


and @agged Biv cren of eternity. And from this doom the 
1 


| find no verence.t 
ae “He may seek death 
™ © ‘To reledge him in yain. 
He shialflive in his pain 
“Wath a fire in his heart 
And a fire in his brain. 
Sleep shall visit him meyer, 
And the curse shal! be on him 
For ever and ever !{ 
Nor ear can hear nor tongue ean tell, 
» The tortures of thatinward hell! 

This may possiblygbe the correct view in regard to the future punish- 
ment.of the Wicked ; and if so, how wonderful does the goodness of God 
yy towards man! ‘He first created him with powers of the highest 
order, gifted him with reason, and will‘andfintelligence; and when he 
iapegrensed the divine law, God sent forth his own Son to be a propi- 

lation for his sins, and established also a systerm of means by which he 
might be restored*to his original glory and happiness. But in those 
cases where.the wicked obstinately persist in their Tebellion, when they 
despise his Mercy to the end, and choose death rather than life, he 
merely surrenders them to the unavoidable | uences of their own 


of Raton Pate Lost, B. iv. v. 18—25. —_ t "Tillotso 7 e, xl. {| Southey'’s Curse 
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rent pel Ans ae he*does pea of the greatest tenderness 
and sor ositfon YW those”who would persuade us that hel&re. 
ated a eve sock of mankind for the very purpose of dooming them 
to misery, and éonsequedifly that he must delight in the agonies of his 

ttites,—He himself assures us on the oath and ganction of a God. 
th the woes which the wicked bring upon themselves, are to hima 
source of the ‘ioe stregret. As | five, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in th e of the wicked@but that the wicked turn from bis 


way and li ye! turn ye! from ygur evil waedfor why wil 
ye die, O We 0 rae] " ‘far also th Sader matmer in which he 
expostulates th sare people. ap o seomge eager to bring des. 
tructiag upon thems@l flow faite "ag *Ephrai ? how 


shall elivemethee how. shall A m ee dma @ how 
shall I setahee as im 24 » ad ut is tagned withi my repent. 
ings are kindled to eltender + Oug suf- 
fering gd0dness of 

digtha oC 


But e ven gp the supposition 


” 
lect the wic into one it fe Baro er them there, fis 
nu or yet by that cu nce he least impeached, 


jgotnt Me Te directly to col- 


Human @uthorities collect at transgfessors inte ison houses,’ 
flict upg them th@pu ah te valtich a d ; and no . 

pects their be yolencat the contrary they regeiv of men. 

And why may notthe same begdone ‘. Waly fe PGE 

extended measure ’*Forpt fo Ser PE the, 
means of delivegence anc toration ; if he ere Pingnit mercy 

could effect 0 he thein, welfare, as the Bible assur 

they neverthel®@ss perfiste@in their hostility to him, Wheted 

under foot the Son of*God, and counted t lood. of 

wherewith they were anbtifed, an unlfoly ft | 

the spirit of grace,||—hat could the g@@dness oft sy 


them more? what remained, buf'to »give cre" to everlasting 


truction? ‘l’hoseyw violatedyevery precept used Sy 7 gift’ of 
hesep—siaepiog the tender mercies and expostu f God tho 


even with il delibration, rejected the of eté®nal happi 
ness, throug Tel in Jesus Christ,~—are they notyvorthy —" 
of retributiv e justice ? No f. can doubt,but that they 
But further: How could the go@d@mesg) YofeGod, welt he s@idisposed, 
bring together into.one place ‘of pappittss all the different characters 
which are found upon earth ?.Could the impure and the guilty be happy 
inyheaven, were it possible for.them to"be there? wotld they not shrink 
from the eye of Géd,—wduld ‘they not herd together by themselves to 
avoid the society of the meek, the pure, the sainted spirits who cast their 
crowns at the feetof Jesus? The perseeutor of the faithful—he who out 
of mockery caused to burn that they might give light to the city of 
Rome, as did Nero—Could he meet in joy the objects of his malicious 
> Sota before thesthrone of mercy? Or he who plunged unsuspect- 
innocence in ces hurried it to the grave—could he there meet 
Ne victim of hisseduttive arts With a feeling of celestialijoy ? On’the 


7 Ex. xxiii, ll. t Hos xi. 8. Isa. v. 17. Heb. x. 29. 
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supposition that he died unchariged, could they there mingle together 
their hallelujahs to the Lamb of God—the injured and the injurer, the 
betrayed and the betrayer, the murdered and the murderer ! 
unstained by gross crimes, and the other blackened by acts of the toulest 
hue—the one accepted through faith in a Saviour’s blood, the other cru- 
cifying the Son of God afresh, and putting him to an open shame—the 
one sanctified by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, the other reeking 
with the blood of innocence, wrapping around him the mantle of his 
guilt, heavy with the most damning pollutions ? Say, could both dwell 
together peaceful and concordant in the bosom of God! Could they 
embrace as kindred spirits and live together in performing acts of mu- 
tual affection ? Is not the very thought abhorrent to a virtuous mind? Is 
there not a wide, an eternal, an indistructible distinction between vir- 
tue and vice, between innocence and guilt? If a hell were possible for 
the innocent, would not that injured spirit beseech the Almighty to 
plunge it deep beneath the wave of sorrow, rather than to meet in fellow- 
ship the foul fiend who had poisoned its cup of joy? And would not the 
soul of the seducing murderer consort rather with its companions in guilt, 
than to meet the keen, withering rebuke conveyed in the gaze of that 
injured spirit? Would it be goodness in God to bring together into one 
place spirits so contrary in their natures! Could they live and move to- 
gether in joy and peace and concord? Does not God manifest his 
goodness ratoer by associating the pure with the pure, the ransomed 
with the ransomed, and the wicked with the wicked! No one can hesi- 
tate, we think, as to the proper view to be adopted of this subject. 
But perhaps we shall be told, that the cases adduced are strong ones, 
and afé but seldom realized infact. ‘rue; they are strong ones, And 
they were purposely selected to show the absurdity of the common be- 
lief, that God is too good to punish the wicked. But let us remember 
that if the principle be correct with regard to extreme cases, it cannot 
be less true in respect to those of an intermediate kind. And the in- 
évitable conclusion is that whenever, or under what circumstances soever 
sin is found, God may of right, and e// punish it, without any infringe- 
ment upon his attributes o! love, mercy an | kindness. behold, there- 
fore, the goodness and severity of God! On them which fell, severity ; 
but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in goodness ; otherwise thou 
also shalt be cut off. 


The one 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 


Rom. Vui. 16.—“ The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the chil- 
dren of God.” 


. Chis text has been greatly perverted: and yet it appears to me, that 
t cre is but little difficulty in coming at its true and genuine meaning. 
Che spirit here, signifies the Spirit ot God, andyour spirit signifies our 
conscience, Christ s alg - is 
ce, hrist says, that at the mouth of tWo or three witnesses, 
eve : . ry >»! arit i 
every word shall be established. The witness of the spirit is outward, 
it is such as we can see with our eves, bear with our ears, and handle 
VOL. XV.—No. 7. 27 
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with our hands: It is what we call the word of God, contained in +}, 
sacred Scriptures of the Old and New-Testament. The witness of oy; 
spirit is inward; and such as can neither be seen by the eye, nor heard 
by the ear, nor handled by the hands; it is our conscience, and on), 
discernable by God and ourselves. 

Now the spirit of God witnesses outwardly, Thou shalt not kil), jy 
the Bible. If our conscience tell us that we have not killed oy, 
fellow creature, nor wished to kill him in our hearts, then the spirit of 
God bears witness with our spirit, our conscience, that we are the chil. 
dren of God. Besides, our witnesses will also appear to others, as we|| 
as to ourselves. ‘The witness of the spirit of God, they will have in their 
hands; and our witness, that of our conscience, inthe fruits we brine 
forth. Ifthe witness of the spirit in the Bible, and our conduct in lif, 
agree, then they may know that we are the children of God; becaus: 
the Spirit of God says it, and our own spirit says it; and herein bot 
witnesses agree to the truth of it. 

Some of my neighbours tell me, that they know they are the children 
dren of God, because they feel the spirit within them, witnessing wit) 
their spirit, that they are the children of God: but that is no evidence to 
me, I cannot feel what they feel. ‘They may have some inward disease 
or pain, and endeavour to prove it to me by their feelings; yet that is 
no evidence to me, so long as I see no outward indication of it. But 
when the effects of it appear evident to my senses, and my spirit tell: 
me they are sick, then | believe it; and if I have any of the tender sen 
sations of humanity about me, I shall not only believe them but | sha’! 
also most heartily sympathize with them. 
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Sermons by the Rev, D, Cobia, A. M.—This long desired publication 
has just appeared in very appropriate style. An extended notice of it 
may be expected in a future number of ‘ the Messenger,” circumstan 
ces not permitting us to say more at present. 

Dr. M?’ Vickar’s interesting and useful Works.—* The early life and 
professional years of Bishop Hobart, have been republished in England, 
in one volume, with a preface containing a history of the Church i 
America, by Walter Farquhar Hook, D. D. Vicar of Leeds, &c. The 
whole of the profits of this publication will be devoted to the Theolo 
legical Seminary, at New-York. 

Episcapal Address to the Annual Convention of the Diocese of New- 
Jersey, May 30th, 1838, by the Right Rev. George Washington Doan, 
D. D., Bishop of the Diocese. Like many other of the productions of 
the same Right Rev. Author, this address is instructive, interesting, 
and inviting. According to our custom, we make such extracts 4s 
contain for our readers useful hints and important facts, and we crave 
the liberty to suggest correction when it seems to us needed. Of the 
late Bishop Stone, we read, “‘he has exchanged the cares and toils o! 
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‘earth for the peacefulness and rest of the paradise of God;” we should 
prefer to say we trust, he has &c. ‘* Three women were churched. 1 
was pleased with this instance of a pious usage, which has come down 
to us from other days, and must record my wonder and regret that it 
has gone so nearly out of use. When Christian mothers grow forgetful 
of the mercy which they receive from God, it cannot be surprising if 
“the love of many shall wax cold.”” * “The true secret of wealth is 
in the apostolic lesson, moderation in al) things. The true enjoyment 
of wealth is in its large and liberal distributicn for the comfort of men 
and the glory of Gud.” “ Many will attribute the falling off in the re- 
ceipts from last year, when they amounted to nearly 81900, to what are 
called “ hard times.”” [am more disposed to refer it to hard hearts. 
The wants of the diocese meantime continually increase. ‘To call a 
man to be your Bishop, with “the care of all the Churches,” and not 
to furnish him with the means of feeding those who “ hunger and thirst 
after righteousness,” is something after the Egyptian fashion, of re- 
quiring bricks to be made without supplying straw. ‘ Let us consider 
one another,” brethren, “to provoke unto love &nd to good works.” 
“The Institution for Female Education on Christian Principles, St. 
Mary’s Hall, Burlington, notwithstanding the disastrous period at which 
it was commenced, has constantly and rapidly increased, even beyond 
the most sanguine expectations of its friends. It numbers at present 
fifty boarders and thirteen day scholars. Of the former, one in every 
ten, the daughter of a Clergyman deceased, or in necessitous circum- 
stances, is received and educated without charge. ‘The members of the 
household are all parishioners of St. Mary’s Church, and the daily re- 
ligious instruction is in strict accordance with the principles and insti- 
tutions of the Church.”’ * ‘** In few and simple words, we need 
to add to our parochial Clergy, and to those who statedly officiate at 
distinct and recognized Missionary stations, an itinerant ministry, whose 
feet shall be upon all mountains and in every valley, “to seek for 
Christ’s sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for his children who are 
in the midst of this naughty world, that they may be saved through 
Christ forever.” There is no organization so well adapted as ours for 
such a provision—it needs but such a provision to carry it through the 
land in all its length and breadth, to its most remote recesses, and give 
it perfect acceptation among all sorts and conditions of men. I never 
shall regard my office as discharged, until the Gospel in the Church is 
brought within the reach of every son and daughter of New-Jersey. I 
can only do what you enable me to do. As long as I am in this taber- 
nacle, therefore, I shall stir you up by putting you in remembrance of 
these things. We want Missionaries. We want humble, patient, la- 
borious, self-denying Missionaries. We want Missionaries who will be 
contented, if need be, like the blessed apostles, to have no certain dwel- 
ling place. We want Missionaries to penetrate every forest, and climb 
every mountain, ard traverse every plain, and bring the Bible and the 
Prayer Book, Christ and the Church, within the reach of every house: 
We want the men not only, but we want the means for their support: 
One such at least there should be in every county. With such a “ odttl 
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pany of preachers’’ the good work should begin. God’s blessing upon 
their faithfulness would in due time accomplish allthe rest. The means. 
beloved brethren, are in your hands, and in the hands of those whom 
you represent, if only the determination be within your hearts. Think 
of these things. Think of a world lying in wickedness. Think of God's 
judgments going abroad through all the land for our unfaithfuln 
Think of the peaceful kingdom of the Saviour, for which we daily pra 
stayed in mid-heaven by our indifference. Think then of your respon- 
sibility. Ask yourselves, here before God, if you can stand when ' 
shall take account for all these things. Ask yourselves, while ther: 
yet time, what you shall do, when your Lord shall take away from you 
the stew ardship.” 

The Annual Sermon, before the Bishops, Clergy and Laity, constit 
ting the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in thi 
United States of America, preached in St. Paul’s Church, Boston, 
Wednesday evening, June 20th, 1838, by John Johns, D. D. Recto of 
Christ Church, Baltimore.—' rhe following is a noble passage, in senti- 
ment and style, and an eloquent plea for Missions: “ Meet the grea 

ostle of the Gentiles where you please, on his mission of mercy—s 
him laboring with a zeal and devotion which filled men with astonish. 
ment, and led them to suppose he was beside himself—find him in 
watchings, in fastings, in stripes, in imprisonment, in perils, by land, | 
erils by sea—ask him what animated him in all this labor, and sus- 
tained him under all these trials, his answer is, “ the love of Christ co 
straineth us,” Yes, my brethren, this is the grand motive, the life and 
soul of the Missionary cause. Other influences may produce a sudd 
and a spirited, but it will be an irregular and transient effort in thi 
work. Nothing can command steady and untiring action in advancin 
the cause of the Gospel, but the constraining love of Christ. So the 
Saviour himself has taught us, in his address to Peter. ‘ Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? Feed my sheep.” As this affection strength- 
ens, zeal will kindle and burn in the bosom, and it will be found light 
and delightful to serve the Lord. As this abates, interest in his cause 
will decline, and langour and inaction will ensue. I care not where 
the faithful minister of the Gospel is located, or what the peculiar char- 
acter of his labors; upon this point | willingly take his experience and 
abide his testimony. Ask the pastor, settled over an established con- 
gregation, what refreshes and stimulates him in the weariness of his 


intellectual labors, bears him up and carries him onward in the midst af 


his many discouragements, and makes him willing to spend and be spent 
in the work of his ministry? He will tell you, ‘the constraining love 
of Christ.” Visit the lonely herald, whom we send forth to proclaim 
the Gospel in the new and destitute settlements on our frontier, inquire 
of him why and how he endures the discomforts and opposition, which 
attend his efforts? You will receive the same reply, “the love of Christ 
constraineth us.” Address yourself to those devoted brethren who 
have forsaken all—all the endearments of country and kindred, have 
taken their life in their hands, and have nobly thrown themselves ute 



























i 
a 
it 
2 














1838.] Selections. Ts 


the midst of the many dangers of the foreign department of the Mis- 
sionary field; how they could sunder the strong ties of civilized life 
and dwell in the abominations, and dare the perils of heathenism ! 
Again you will hear, “ the love of Christ constraineth us.’’ 

“ Nor, my brethren, is it any other than this same influence, which 
awakens the interest of the private Christian, engages his sympathies 
and his prayers, and commands his resources in support of the great 
work of evangelizing the world. Let but a sinner realize the ruin in 
which he is involved, perceive and embrace the remedy which divine 
grace has provided, and experience the gratitude and affection which 
flow from such faith, and he will be alive to the honor of Christ. His 
first earnest inquiry will be, Lord Jesus, what wilt thou have me to do? 
How shall I testify my sense of what I owe thee! As our catechism 
teaches, that all mankind are redeemed, the remark on page 4, *t God 
will visit unredeemed men,” must be either a misprint, or an inadver- 
tence. “ Does he design that an interest in its efficacy shall be offered 
to all.” We submit, if all are redeemed, then all have an interest in 
the gospel not forfeited, (except in the case of the unpardonable sin) till 
life is ended. ‘I believe that the clergy as a body already voluntarily 
tithed for Missions, &c.” We sincerely hope, that the author is not mis- 
taken in his belief. If the incomes of all the clergy where by them 
tithed for Missions, or for the cause of charity in general, both tempo- 
ral and spiritual, the amount would tell. They ought to be so, and so 
ought the larger revenues of the more numerous laity. May such an 
appropriate free will offering (sanctioned both by divine revelation and 
by enlightened good feeling) promptly be made! We take occasion to 
remark that to be benefited by the gospel dispensation is one thing—to 
be acquainted with it is another. Christ is “‘the propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world,” therefore all are benefited by his mission. But 
they are most soon whom hath shined “ the light of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.”—2 Cor. iv. 6. May the Lord in his own 
good time, bring the day when all shall know him from the least to the 
greatest. These remarks are made because the silence of the Sermon 
as to the universality of redemption, if not some expressions of doubtful 
import (see p. 7.) might lead to the supposition that the knowledge of the 
Gospel was deemed indispensible to a participation, in any degree, of 
its inestimahle advantages. 





— > () 


SELECTIONS. 


Messrs. Editors—The impression seems to be very general, that the 
Puritans who left England, would have been satisfied with ¢oleration ; 
that they were, par excellence, the friends of religious liberty, and that 
to them, is to be attributed that perfect equality of all sects which exists 
in this country. Ina very learned and able review, which appeared in 
the Gospel Advocate, for F ebruary 1822, of Mr. Webster’s discourse at 
Plymouth, in 1820, the contrary of the above positions is clearly estab- 
lished, and I ask a place for the following extracts from that Review, 
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which may invite attention to it, as it is too long to be re-published ; 
your Magazine. 

“I have given, I think, sufficient evidence, that the object of the Py. 
ritans, in the reigu of (Jueen Elizabeth, was not to obtain a toleratio, 
for the quiet enjoyment of their own tenets and modes of worship; }y 
it was to subvert the existing establishment, and to erect their own SVs. 
tem upon itsruins. So far from wishing for a toleration, they express), 
disclaimed and refused one, when something of the kind seems to hay, 
been intended for them. There is a warm declaration of their 
still extant upon this point, directed to “those who labor to ro: 
out the weeds of popery.” “ As for you, dear brethren, whom God 
hath called into the brunte of the battle, the Lord keep you constan; 
that ye yeld neither to TOLERATION, neither to any other subtil persua 
sions of dispensation, or licences, which were to fortify their Romi: 
practices: But, as you fight the Lourd’s fight, be valiant. The matter 
not so small as the world doth take it; it will appear, before all be ended 
what an hard thing it is to cut off the rags of the Hydra of Rome. |, 
us not make the heritage of God as a bird of many colours, holding 
divers religions—but rather let us take away, if we can, the names, me. 
mories, and all monuments of popery.” Part of a Register, p. 18. W! 
were meant by this description, im the year 1570, needs no explanatio: 
The bishops and clergy of the church of England were then constant); 
represented as bearing the names, and supporting the monuments 
popery. Agree eably to this exhortation, we see nothing in all their pe- 
titions, admonitions, supplications, &c. which looks like asking any 
dulgence or toleration only for themselves; but their single reques 
or command, in what style soever they speak, is, to overthrow, _ h 
the established government and worship, and introduce their own, 
penalties, and even sh: a. punishments, to be inflicted upon on " e 
would not comply with it. To make the heritage of God as a bird « 
many colors, by holding of divers religions, was, in their estimation, asi 
and, accordingly, in one of the pieces written by Johnson, a leader 0! 
the Brownists, entitled ‘‘Antichristian abominations yet reteyned i 
England,” the thirty-third abomination enumerated is TOLERATION 
This curious document may be seen in the Biographia Britannica, art- 
cle Brown (Robert) note I.” ° * “All men,” says Goodman, 
one of the heads of the Puritans, “‘ are bound to see the laws of Goc 
kept, and to suppress and resist idolatry by force. Nor is it sufficient 
for subjects not to obey the wicked commands of princes, but they mu 
resist them ; and deliver the children of God out of the hands of ther 
enemies, as we would deliver a sheep that is in danger to be devoured 
by a wolf. Ifthe magistrates shall refuse to put mass mongers and falx 
preachers to death, the people in seeing it performed, shew that zeal of (06 
which was commended in Phineas. Subjects do promise obedience, ths 
the magistrate might help them; which, if he does not, they are discharg- 
ed of their obedience. If magistrates without fear, transgress God's laws 
themselves, and command others to do the like, they are no more to bt 
taken for magistrates, but to be examined, accused, condemned, and pur 
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ished as private transgressors. Evil princes ought, by the law of God, 
to be deposed, and inferiour magistrates ought chiefly to do it.” 

The last quotations will lead us tothe real cause why the Puritans 
were dealt with so rigorously by the government. It was not so much 
for their non-conformity, as it was for the tendency of their principles 
and writings to overthrow the authority of the Queen, and the very form 
and character of the government. This will be made evident, by ob- 
serving the operation of the holy discipline itself, and the express decla- 
rations of its advocates. 

If the discipline had been established by the queen and parliament, 
they would at once have stripped themselves of all authority, The 
queen, as a@ woman, could have no voice in the consistories, conferences, 
and synods; and even if she could, it would not have been as head of the 
nation, but merely as a member of a particular church. The pastors, doc- 
tors, and elders would have been the government; and as “the most 
voices” were *‘ to be yielded unto,” it requires no great penetration to 
see, that she would have been constantly out-voted by her own subjects. 
She would have sunk to the character of a solitary individual, of a solita- 
ry parish. She would have been subject to the consistory of her own 
parish, whose duty it would have been to watch over her life and beha- 
viour, to receive any complaint against her, to examine her for heretical 
opinions, to cite her to appear publicly before them, and to admonish, 
suspend, or excommunicate her, as might be determined by the plurality 
of voices.” ° “It was evidently their design to set up a 
government like that of the Jewish theocracy, in which the civil should 
be under subjection to the ecclesiastical authority; in a word, to arro- 
gate to themselves the whole power of tlhe nation. ‘The references con- 
tained in the first statement are expressed so briefly, that ther seditious 
character is not as obvious as it would be, if the quotations were given 
at length; but in this way we might filla volume. <A few examples 
must suffice. 

In the town of Bury, where the ministers and justices of the peace 
were puritans, and the whole town, as Strype says, “‘ remarkably affec- 
ted to puritanism,”’ they painted in the church, under the (Jueen’s arms, 
this sentence from Rey. ii. 20. ‘‘ Notwithstanding I have a few things 
against thee, that thou sufferest the woman Jezebel, which maketh her- 
self a prophetess, to teach and to deceive my servants; to make them 
commit fornication, and to eat meat sacrificed unto idols.” This, Strype 
informs us, was done after consultation and advice upon it, when they 
had suffered no severities, but their non-conformity had been treated 
with great indulgence. 

“ Kings, princes, and governors,” says Gilby, “ have their authority 
of the people, and upon occasion the people may take it away again, as 
men may revoke their proxies, and letters of attorney. Jt is lawful to 
kill wicked kings and tyrants ; the subjects did kill the queen’s highness 
Athalia: Jehu killed the queen's majesty Jezabel: Elias, being no magis- 
trate, killed the queen’s majesties chaplains, Baal’s priests: These exam 
ples Gre left for our instruction. Where justice is not executed, the state 
#8 most corrupt. If neither the inferior magistrates, nor the greatest 
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municate such a king.”’ 
Knox, and Goodman. and Whittingham, at Geneva. 










part of the people will do their offices; then the ministers must ex 
This Gilby was one of the English exiles 


It is well | 


that Knox openly maintained the same doctrine, that princes mig 


deposed and put to death by their subjects ; and in his “* Blast ava 
the monstrous regiment and empire of women. 
was altogether unlawful for women to re ign. 


pe maintaine d, 


to bear rule, superiority, dominion or empire, above any realm, na 
or city, ls repugnant to nature, contumely to God, a thing moat ce 


rious Ae his revealed will, and approved ordinance; and. finally, 
the subversion of all equity and justice.” 
and ptincipal proposition of the work. 
offence at it, that 
through her 


Dieppe, 


dominions. ; 
1559, “hath blown from me 


Such was the first se1 
(Jueen Elizabeth took SU Mm 
she would not grant permission to Knox to | 
first blast,” in a letter f; 
friends in Engle 


Goodman, Wittingham, and Gilby, avowed the same obnoxious opi: 


and as it 


The state of 
She saw there the prostr 


came from Geneva, and was thus supported by some o 
principal puritans, there is every reason to believe, that the queen. 
sidered it as a part of their system. 
tended to confirm her in this belief. 


affairs in Scot 


the royal authority at the feet of the same system, which the p 


were labouring to introduce into England; 
sagacious and 


resolute a defender of her 


and it was natural 
pre rogative, hes 


similar result, and to take active measures to prevent it.’ ° 
* There is no dispositiog to Justify the arbitrary notions, which 


existed, of the royal prerogative, 
tamely surrender the liberties of aed subject. 
between the government of England and the puritans was directed | 

the good providence of God, so as to subserve the cause of civil lib rty 
same manner as storms and hurricanes restore 
But in contemplating the blessings which | 
let us not attribute 


in the 


vitiated atmosphere, 
followed this mighty concussion, 


‘to defend that servility which w 
The contest which aros 


salubrity 


undeserved crt 


to the subordinate avents by whom it has been accomplished. 


‘Though the puritans had correct views upon the abstract questio 
civil policy, and were right in deriving the authority of the govern 
from the consent of the governed, 
freedom. On that subject, even papal infalibility, could not be more €X- 
Their discipline they considered as the 
of Christ, and, therefore, as binding upon the conscience. 


clusive or more arbitrarv. 


yet they had no idea of relig 


from it was, therefore, an act of rebellion against God, and, as such, ! 


be punished by the secular arm. 


by toleration of the state 
against the 


walls of heaven, 
the causes, therefore, which have 


To use the quaint, but forcible lan 
guage of one of the writers of New-England, “ To authorise an untruu 
,”” was, in their estimation, “‘ to build a scone 
to batter God out of his chair.” 
> led to the freedom of religious protes- 


sion in this country, very little credit is to be given to the puritans. 


the United States had been settled entirely by men of the same sents 
ments as the -Plymouth colonists, is it likely that the present freedo:s 


of the different religious denominations would have existed? 
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likely, that there would have been such a total dismemberment between 
the church and state ’—or that there would have been even a toleration 
for men of different sentiments ? 

No. The real cause of the present state of things has been the hete- 
rogeneous character of our primitive population. The estahlishments 
made here by the mother country, being often the preference of a few 
to the many, as in Ireland, created a prejudice against all establish- 
ments: and situated as this country was, after the revolution, it was 
wise in our statesmen to give protection to all, but support to none. 
What may be the result of an experiment, hitherto untried among the 
nations of the earth, time only can determine. Perhaps, the indulgence 
and expansion of religious feeling, to use the beautiful thought, and, as 
nearly as possible, the beautiful language of Mr. Webster, like the ele- 
mental fires, will only agitate and purify the atmosphere ; and when the 
fatal tendency of religious dissention has been sufficiently felt, and men 
have grown wise by suffering, Christians will again be “ of one heart 
and of one soul,” and will continue “ steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, 


and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” fp 
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POETRY. 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE DYING GIRL’S LAMENT. 


And must I go—so gay—so young 
To death be reconcil’d? 

Oh: ’tis a fearful—fearful thought 
For I’m an on/y child! 


Dear friends, for my poor mother’s sake, 
Exert yourselves to save, 

She will be lonely in this world, 
When [am in the grave. 


I'm just sixteen, and I must die, 
And leave my mother here? 
Must | depart while she’s away? 
Oh! that she was but near! 


I know if I beheld her eye, 
Affectionate and mild ; 

She'd bid me bow to God's decree, 
Though almost yet a child! 


Oh ! death heeds none—the young, the old, 
He takes however dear; 

Nor stops to think, nor cares to ask 
If those who love can spare. 


Ihave but one—one single wish, 
*Tis this—and only this ; 
° To feel once more my mother’s lips, 
Giving its farewell kiss. 


But she’s not byt—and when I sleep, 
To wake again no more ; 

Alone and sad, she will, I know, 
Her only child deplore. 


_ ¥ - 
3 These lines were Written in reference to alate melancholy event. t She was 
it im another mansion. 
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Yet she will pass the gloomy vale 
And soar to realms of light: 

Then, Mother! then in bliss we'll meet 
To bless each other's sight, 


Mother farewell !—a long farewell 
My heart still clings to you; 

Not even death’s dark, dismal cloud, 
Can hide you from my view. 


Companions, come and gaze on mi 
My race will soon be oer, 

I'm like a flow’r cut early down, 
To bloom again no more. 


My life has flowed in peace and ease, 
‘No wish, however wild, 

W us by my blessed mothe ‘yr crosse d, 
lam her only child! 


Yet Lam snatched from her embrac: 
Life’s brittle thread is riven; 

The mandate to break your frail ties, 
May be as quickly given. 


Affection could not keep me here, 
Nor youth, nor health avail, 

The strongest chains that binds must break 
All human aid must fail. 


Prepare !—while yet you may—prepare 
for judgment follow s death, 

Within the tomb there is no hope, 
Pray while you’ve strength and breath. 


"Tis sad to leave earth’s brilliant things, 
lor the cold silent dust; 

But brighter prospects we are told, 
On high await the just. 


Mother !—the holy book you love, 
This cheering truth declares, 

That they in heaven with joy shall reap 
W ho sow below in te: 


Oh let this hope your grief subdue, 
And think what J shall gain, 
Sin, and temptation, and the world 
Will soon assail in vain. 
Farewell !—farewell '—now let go, 
'l'o death be reconciled ; q 
Mourn not my early, hapless fate 
Though I'm your only child ! 


Charleston, 2th July, 1332 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Missionary Lecture.—That for the month of August, was delivered 
at the appointed time and place, and the amount received was S57, 

Domestic and Forcign Missionai y Soci ly of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—* The Spirit of Missions,” for August, contains an abstract of 
the proceedings of the Board of Missions at their annual meeting (June 20 
—22,) and of the reports of the two ¢ ommittees, also the report of Bishop 
Kemper,—the whole full of interest and information. We are told “the 
apprehensions, entertained a year since, ola reduction of revenue, were 
without foundation. ‘The extraordinary exertions of the disceses to aid 
the cause of Missions, ina time of apprehended difficulty, particularly those 
of the Church in South-Carolina, weak in numbers, but strong in chari- 
ty, are worthy of all praise.” * The receipts for the year were 
for Domestic Missions, 325.65 , of which from South Carolina, S5,9580; 
for l“oreign, $23,910, from South-Carolina, 86,079. The tollowing facts 
will be new to many of our readers, “ there are filty Senecas and Shaw- 
nee Indians ywho call themselves members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and have our liturgy in their native tongue.” In the “ appen- 
dix” to the Proceedings of the Board of Missions, is a statement of the 
amount contributed by each church. Some of the large churches in this 
diocese, are noted as having given less than others. One explanation of 
the difference is, that some members of those churches have chosen to give 
directly, and not through their pastors, and therefore their donations are 
not credited totheir respective churches, but to the individuals themselves. 
Had the large contributions from some of these individuals taken the 
usual channel, each churcli would appear to have given a better propor- 
tion to their numbers and ability. Some of them have given also to * dio- 
cesan missions,” in addition to the domestic and foreign departments. 
In the “supplementary number,” we have Dishop Otey’s report as to the 
‘South West visitation,’ in consequence of his sickness, conducted by 
Bishop Kemper. That region 1s represented to be peculiarly promising, 
it being filed with Io piscopalian emigrants from the Southern States, Our 
communion office for a public occa ion, contemplates a morning service, 
and yet we read at Pensacola, and Tallahassee, the Lord’s Supper was 
administered “ad night.” (Juerc,— Was the “ morning” or “ evening” 
service used? And was the ‘“ aute-communion” read] or not? In new 
places, above all, we humbly hi pe the church will be presented ‘as it is.” 

The Board of Missions had their 3d annual meeting at Boston, June 
20—21. From the large pamphiet of their proceedings (in addition to 
what we noticed inthe a/strac/ of them above) we extract as follows: 
Three Bishops, 13 clergymen, and 6 laymen attended the meeting. 
The following resolution was laid on the table. “ That a committee of 
—— members be appointed to consider whether any, and if any what, 
regulations are expedient with regard to Missionary operations in coun- 
tries already under Foreign /piscopal jurisdiction, and to report at the 
vext meeting of this Board.’’ The following was passed. ‘‘ That aspe- 
cial committee be appointed, to collect and report such information as 
as they may deem calculated to promote the success of our Missionary 
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operations in Foreign countries under Episcopal jurisdiction.” 
report bears this testimony to the utility of our Theological Seminari, 
and adds this properappeal: “ froma tabular statement of the nym) 
of the clergy at different periods, hereto appended, it appears, that; 
increase, since the establishment of our General and Diocesan ‘The. 
gical Seminaries, has been in a greater ratio, than that of the p ypu 

of the country. Still unless these avenues tothe Christian ministry 
better fiiled—unless pious young men of the Church in far greater 
bers, shall give themselves to this work, and resolve to live and sufi 
Christ and the souls of their fellow men, our land can never be half ey». 
plied with christian pastors.’ The statistics appended to this repo; 
are valuable, and must have been prepared with great pains. Th) 
show what each parish has given for the last six years, and we havet 
gratifying result that during the last three years, there has been re: 
$167,311, whereas during the three preceeding years, ending June |‘ 
the amount was only $09,111. 

General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union —From the } 
annual report of the Kxecutive Committee, we learn that their op 
tions during the year, have been limited, owing to the ‘state ot 
times,” by which donations and sales have been most aflected—on \ 
new work has been published for the Libraries. ‘The Bible Ques: 
so long and anxiously desired, are in the course of publication. 
Visiter,’ has 1525, and the ‘ Children’s Magazine” 7359 subse 
and as the Lditorial services are gratuitous, considerable reveuu 
thus derived to the “ Union.”-—In Georgia and Ohio, depositories | 
been established. From two of the Societies in Union only hay 
ports been received, viz: New-York and South-Carolina. 

Virginia.—The Convention met May 16, (but the Journal has ¢ 
lately come to us) present the Bishop, assistant Bishop, 33 of 
Clergy, and taany of the Laity, all of whom were proved to be com! 
nicants before they could under the constitution of that diocese t 
their seats. ‘There are in this diocese, 76 Clergymen; the lpiscopa 
fund amounts to 87265, and the fund for the widows and orphans ot the 
Clergy, to $9501. ‘The Chaplain of the University reports 12 of t 
Students to be communicants, and remarks, ‘ The public services | 
the church are attended by all the officers with their families, and 4 
respectable portion of the Students. In every department of the [ nsti- 
tution, the Chaplin is happy to record his testimony to the uniform 
respect which is extended to the interests of religion—a respect which 
ought to purchase a full indemnity from the suspicion which may have 
existed to the contrary, and which ought to commend the University t 
the confidence of all the friends of literature and religion.” We ar 
pleased to notice this act of restitution although tardy. ‘The Legisla- 
ture, at its last session, directed the money arising from the sale of the 
plate of Farnham and Lunenburg parishes, which had been sold son 
time since, by an act of the same body, to be paid to the Vestries of those 
parishes ; and there is a prospect of the plate’s being redeemed anc 
restored to the places to which it originally belonged.” 
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Massachusetts.—At the 48th Annual Convention, June 19—21, were 
present the Bishop, 33 of the Clergy, and many of the laity. There are 
of this diocese, 41 Clergymen, (3 of whom are residents of other dio- 
ceses, and lof them numbered among the Clergy of Connecticut!) The 
Rey. Alonzo Potter, D. D., Professor of Union College, New-York, 


was elected assistant Bishop of this diocese, by a vote of 20 out of 24 of 


the Clergy, and an unanimous vote of the Laity. 

Maryland.—The Special Convention, (August 2d) resulted in the 
election of the Right Rev. Jackson l\emper, the Misstonary Bishop, as 
Bishop of this diocese. 

Hebrew. —At the late annual commencement of the Protestant Epis 
copal Theological Seminary, cight verses of the 5lst Psalm, forming 
avery appropriate anthem, were chanted in the Hebrew language. 

Important facts.—The Rev. Dr. Javis, in his late address, says :— 
“ Calvin maintained that the sacraments are means by which the Holy 
(thost operates upon the soul. Such had been the uniform doctrine of 
the Christian Church from the earliest times; and he did not venture to 
deny baptismal regeneration, as the spiritual strength and pardoning 
grace bestowed in the supper of the Lord. But his doctrine of election 
and reprobation was in direct contradiction to the efficacy of external 
means, and his followers completed the ruin which he had begun. The 
idea of regeneration unconnected with baptism cannot be traced higher, 
{ believe, than to the Calvanistic synod of Dort, held in 1618." 

Ecclesiastical individualism—lIn his late work on the doctrine of 
Election, Mr. Faber speaks of four theories on this vexed question, tha¢ 
of Calvin, or election to eternal life; that of Secker, or the election of 
nations to christian privileges, which Mr. I*. calls ‘“‘ Nationalism,” chat 
of Arminius, or the election founded on foreknowledge: and ¢thaté “ im- 
plying that individuals, not whole nations, were chosen to become 
members of the church,” which Mr. Faber advocates and call as above. 

Reverence the Lord’s Day.—In 1809, Mr. Wilberforce wrote to Mr. 
Percival to ascertain the day of the meeting of Parliament. ‘ Parlia- 
ment,” was the reply, “ will meet, Monday, the 16th of January. His 
watchfulness for public morals at once suggested to him the amount of 
Sunday travelling which such a day of meeting would create; and he 
begged, in answer, that it might, if possible, be altered. ‘I thank you 
lor your note of yesterday,” rejoined the consciencious Minister, “ and 
am really sorry that I have given occasion for it. I feel myself, the 
more to blame, because upon the receipt of your note, it brought back 
to my recollection (what I had till then forgot) some observations which 
the speaker made to me some time ago upon the same subject, if they 
had been present to mind when we settled the meeting of Parliament, [ 
would not have fixed it upon Monday. We were, however, al- 
most driven into that day. * * * * Notwithstanding all these con- 
siderations, however, if I had thought, as I ought to have done, of the 
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Sunday travelling, which the meet ting on monday wil! to 
casion, I would ‘have preferred meeting on a Friday 


week, with all its inconveniences.” Two days later 
“Dear Wilberforce, you will be glad to hear that it 


postpone the meeting of Parliament till Thursday, the 
Monday the 16th, > * pee the objections which you hay 
to the meeting of thatday. Mr . Wilber force, has, in his 

any allusion to the part he ha 1 in ae Lhe House put olf no) 
cival, because of the Sun lay travelling it would have o@ea 


Wilberforce’s life, vol. 

In 1838, a noble lord, not particularly remarkable for his ol 
of holy ordinances, arrived at Windsor, late one Saturday 
have brought down for your majesty’s inspection,” he said, 
pors of sior Maden but, as they must be wone into at — 


trouble your Majesty with them to-night—but requ 


. 
+s) 


them to- morrow morning.” *"lo-morrow morning! 


(Queen, “to morrow morning 1S f° tren my lord!” “ Busin 


please your Majesty!’’—‘ Must be attended to, I know,” 


(Jueen : : “and as of course you cou ld not come down earlie 
will, if those papers are of such vital importance attend totl 
we come from church to-morrow morning.’ To church weut 
party: to church went the noble lord—and much to his su 
sermon was on “ the duties of the Sabbath !’’—“ How did yor 
like the sermon ‘tx inquired the young (Jueen,. “Ve ry Mm 

Majesty,” replied the nobleman, with the best grace he could. 

not conceal from you,” said the Queen, ‘that last night I sent 1 
gyman the text from which he preached. I hope we shall a 
better for it.””. The day passed without a single word, * on th 
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be gone into at 


} 


of the papers of importance—which must 

lordship was—as he always is—graceful and entertaining ; 

when her Majesty was about to withdraw, ‘To-morrow 

lord,” said she, “at any hour you p lease—as 1s early eps 

—we will go into these papers.” His lordship coul 

ding at so early an hour on her Matesty—— ir 

time enough.’’—* As they are of importance,” said the Quee 

are of importance, my lord, ] would have attended to them ear! 

at nine be it.” And at nine her Ma jest 5 was seated ready to ree 
.S 


nobleman, who had been taught a ‘. sson on the duties 30 of the Sab 
is to be hoped, he will not quickly forget—Churchma 


Women.—lIt is a remarkable fact, and most honorable to the : 
‘*none of them (we quote from Dr. Philip,) appear to have |} nar 


his public enemies, either durin J hig life. or at his cru 
Pilate’s wife warned her husband on the juds oment seat, 
to do against that just person, as she call ; Christ. In like manne! 
multitude of women who followed ie BSeviour from the city to C: 
instead of joining with the men to cry crucify him, bewailed 

mented him.” "We may add, in what age or | and has any woman 
it be Mrs. Wright,) made herself conspicuous in the ranks of a 
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Obituary Notices. 
Died on Tuesday, the 7th ult., WILLIAM MASON SMITH, and on the following 


Jay his remains were Consign d to the tomb by the 'o of his father, the late Bishop 
Su +h. in the burying ground of St. Philip’s Churel 

Ry this act of Providence, a large circle of relatis nd friends are left to mourn an 
untimely and irreparable loss. We will not, however, presume to tntrude upon the 


1? 


ey and sanctity of relationship; and least of all will we undertake to pourtray those 


P eless kindnesses and courtesies, which must have endeared him so much to her 
who was for many years his companion and ftricnd. By none other can her loss be 
eatimmal _ = The heart knoweth its own sorrow -’ and nothing but the grace ot God 
vn Christ, caif@@ver soothe a heart so wounded and afflicted as her's. But there are 
other aspects in which we may view thi character of our deceased friend; and it is but 
iustice to his memory that they should be here recorded, 

Born to affluence, the education of Mr. Smith was of the best kind which our coun- 
try could afford; @@d the mental refinements resulting from this, he never suffered to 
be blunted by subsequent neglect. Hos reading and knowledge was in some measure 
commensurate with the progress of literature; t least, he wa never wholly un 

nted with the general movements of the world. Warm ind cordial in his feelings 

in | open in his addre a & is Wahnhhners were of th ost courteous and cuplivat hay 

nd these were polished toa high degree of refinement by a long intercours: 

’ ciety, and by an « arly visit to kurope. ‘Thos gifted and improved, he commend- 


aself to every one with whom he was brought to associate: none were ever re- 

i from his presence, none were ever passed by without an aflectionate notice. In 
juence of these traits, Mr. Smith was universally popular; aud during his illness, 

ind after his death, from the viety depicted in almost every countenance, no one 
could doubt that nearly the whole city felt they had lost a friend. Yet Mr. 8S. never 
ed himself of this popularity to be elevated to any office of distinction. Possessing 

in himself all that he needed, and happy in his relations, he was contented to exercise 
more unostentatious though not a less solid or permanent Influence upon all the cir 
cles of life in which he moved. Like an English gentleman of the older ttme—a charac- 
ter now so rare—sgurrounded by his relatives, his dependants and a select circle of 
friends; towards the young, he exercised the oflices and kind dignity ofa parent, his 
frank and modest demeanor towards his equals, could not fail te win their confidence 
| allection, and seldom have servants been favoured with a more humane or con- 
siderate master. On his plantation, especially, where he owned a large number of 
slaves, Was his deportment marked by a regard for their best interests. He provided 
for them a religious instructor who unfolded the truths of the gospel, and brake unto 
them the bread of life, from week to week; often has the writer of this notice observed, 
when the younger portion were assembled in the morning for prayer and catechism, 
the animation with which his countenance was lit up, When they evinced any interest 
in wi 


mat they were engaged. 

. But though Mr. 8S. was not engaged in public lif, yet he did not neglect to promote 
the interests of society in every way compatible with his situation. His interest in 

xumon schools, in the Orph: n House, and in the South-Carolina Society, will not soon 
ve forgotten. He was also, at the time of his decease, a member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Charleston College. 

But it ls nore especially as Chairman of the Vestry that the congregation of St. 
Phil p's Church, will feel his loss. For m ny years he filled that office, and discharged 
its dutiesin the most faithful and laborious manner. Attached to it by early associations, 
as Well as by an intelligent approval of all its rites and ceremonies, he deemed no sac- 
rice too great which could promote its welfare. Ilis time, his energies, his resources 
were all freely devoted to the erection of the new edifice ; and as it progressed towards 
ts completien, his highest earthly wishes seemed to be accomplished. If there was any 
ting which he desired above all others, it was that he might see it consecrated to the 
Worship of the triune God. This vc ‘upied his daily thoughts; this was one of the last 
“emes upon which he conversed. So constant, indeed, were the workings of his 
mind upon this subject, and so intense were his feelings, that—what was very unusual 
with him—he once embodied them in a series of appropriate verses. ‘These have al- 
ready been published in the Gospel Messenger for May, and in the Southern Churchman. 
No one who reads these verses can for a moment doubt, that the author of them had 
rip ate in regard to the objects for which a house of God is erected, and that he 
m A bod ively interest in the completion of St. Philips. But, mysterious Providence ! 

id 80 much for the Church, whose very life seemed to be wrapped up in it, was 









Contribution.—Calander, §c. 


the first whose remains were carried within those walls, and over whom th, 
burial service was performed. He has gone—and we are left to mourn his ¢, 
He is gone to present his reckoning before that Tribunal, where we must x 

pear to give an account of the deeds done in the flesh. “ For what is ou, ii 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 


When piety and virtue sink into the silent grave; when one who h 
life in dispensing the charities of life to all around her; and whose whole . 
istence Was a happy illustration of the Christian character, ceases to fil] a \ 
scenes once gladdened by her virtues; a passing tribute is due to her me: 
those virtues which adorned her life, and made her an instrument of usefuly 
society in Which she lived. 

Such was Mrs. MARY HUGER, who after a long and distressing sick exc 
nated her sufferings on the 30th June last, having lived to the age of 76 years. [) 
the progress of the afflictive malady, which made her life a continwed scene of 
she exhibited a patience and resigation peculiar to the Christian.” Even iy 
ments of greatest anguish, nut a murmer escaped her lips, and, disregarding 
situation, she was only intent in providing for the happiness of others.  ¢ 
alone dwell upon her lips, it was an inmate of her heart, and swayed every 
her life. She seemed to forget her own pains in relieving those of others, an 
her zeal in doing good, that when employed in extending benefits to othe: 
peared to be receiving, in place of dispensing favours. Her faith was pure. 
holy fire burnt in her bosom with more than vestal purity. It had been her | 
health, and in affliction, her consolation. Its sacred flame burnt brighter as ly 
sorrows became greater, and gave her strength to meet with meekness and resig 
that greatest of human trial, the disruption of the soul from its earthly habitation. 
she leaned upon him who never fails to support in the darkest hour of affliction 
sustained her; dissipated the doubts and fears which gather around the departing 
and raised her hopes to the fruition of those joys which await the righteous in | 
sions of eternity. 

‘“* Hail the Heavenly bowers of peace 
‘Where all the storms of passion cease, 
“ Wild life’s dismaying struggle o’er, 
"The wearied spirit weeps no more 
- But wears the eternal smile of joy, 
‘Tasting bliss without alloy.” 
Cx? 
Contributed to the Fund for Missions in the State, in the hands of the Bisho; 
June—By Miss M. D. Bacot, Treasurer of the Missionary Association of St. tg, 
Philip’s Church, ae 
July—By Rev. Dr. Gadsden, from the Church offerings, at St Philip’s, and ? 
Sunday School box, ( 
a. 
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 
12th Sunday after Trinity. 22. Ember-Day. 
13th Sunday after Trinity. 93. 15th Sunday after Trinity 
14th Sunday after Trinity. 29. St. Michael and All Ange 
Ember-Day. JU. 15th Sunday after Trinuy 
Ember-Day, and St. Matthew. 





ERRATA. 
Page 175, last line, for “ prudence,” read providence. 
‘© 177, line 5 from top, for “ barely,” read basely. 
‘¢ 178, line 29from top, for “ revelations,” read revelation. 
179, line 5 from top, for ‘‘ mela,” read mala. 
‘last line, for “‘ works,”’ read work. 
182, line 12 from top, for “ or,”’ read of. 
183, line 15 from end, erase “‘ which.” 
189, line 7 from top, for “‘ These,” read Theses. 
‘(6 & ‘ for “ member.” read number 
line 20 for ‘‘ laxed,”’ read relazed. 





